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INTRODUCTION
The English title “Revelation” comes from the first word of the book in Greek. That word is
APOKALYPSIS, which means, “the unveiling of something previously unrevealed.” In Revelation
Christ and His eternal program are fully revealed, so that the book provides a fitting capstone to the
New Testament revelation.
Revelation is apocalyptic in form; that is, it is principally prophetical. Written during a time of
persecution, the book abounds with visions (similar to Daniel and Zechariah), and the style is generally
figurative and symbolic. The book contains many symbols and signs, such as numbers, colors, animals,
stones, persons, groups, and places. Some symbols are interpreted in the text itself (e.g., 1:20); others
have to be interpreted in the light of the Old Testament 2
Both Rev 1:3 & 22: 7 offer special blessing to those (i) who read (ii) who hear (iii) who keep it
sayings.
Authorship. God is the first author (Rev 1:1, 4) working with a human author, for Revelation
identifies him as John at least four times (1:1, 4, 9; 22:8; perhaps 21:2 also). He calls himself a servant
of Christ (1:1), and a brother and companion in tribulation (1:9). He was on the island of Patmos
because of the testimony of Jesus (1:9). Several early church fathers (Clement of Alexandria, Eusebius,
1W.A. Criswell, Believer’s study Bible [computer file], electronic ed. , Logos Library System, (Nashville: Thomas Nelson) 1997, c1991
by the Criswell Center for Biblical Studies.
2Thomas Nelson, Inc., King James Version Study Bible [computer file], electronic ed., Logos Library System, (Nashville: Thomas
Nelson) 1997, c1988 by Liberty University.
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and Irenaeus) wrote that the apostle John was exiled to Patmos by the Roman emperor Domitian about
A.D. 95-96. Such church fathers as Justin Martyr, Irenaeus, Tertullian, Hippolytus, Clement of
Alexandria, and Origen recognized the authenticity and Johannine authorship of Revelation. It was
included in the Muratorian Canon (c. A.D. 170), and was accepted by Papias (early second century).3
KEY VERSE: Revelation 1:19 is crucial for accurate interpretation of the Apocalypse. This verse
divides the book into three distinct sections, all of which John is commissioned to record. He is to
write:
(1) “The things which you have seen”: the vision of the resurrected and glorified Christ in chapter
1;
(2) “The things which are”: a reference to the churches of chapters 2 and 3;
(3) “The things which will take place after this” ( Meta Tauta Gk, lit. “after these things”). This
commission reflects the burden of the remainder of the book (chs. 4–22), which is a prophetic
look at God’s program “after these things” (4:1), i.e., after the church. 4
Interpretation. There are four basic interpretational approaches to the Book of Revelation. 1.The
idealist or allegorical approach views the book as a symbolic presentation of the eternal struggle
between good and evil, or between Christianity and anti-Christian paganism. No specific historical or
prophetic events or persons are in view.
2.The preterist approach sees Revelation as describing simply the historical or contemporary
events of John’s day in symbolic form. The book presents the conflict between Christianity and
Judaism, or between Christianity and paganism, as John experienced them.
3. The historical approach arose during the days of the Protestant Reformation, and understands the
book to be presenting in symbolic form the course of world history from New Testament days through
to the return of Christ. For example, in this view, the strong angel of chapter 10 symbolizes the
Reformation, and the harlot of chapter 17 represents the Roman Catholic Church.
4. The futurist approach views most of the book (chs. 4–22) as still future, presenting the
judgments of the Tribulation Period, the return of Christ, the millennial kingdom, and the eternal state.
Only chapters 1–3 are in any sense historical. The rapture of the church, according to many premillennialists, will occur before the scene described in chapter 4 begins. Pre-millennialists believe that
the Bible teaches that Christ will return to earth to establish a literal, messianic kingdom on the earth in
fulfillment of literal promises to Abraham, David, and the prophets.
Our position from a Futurist perspective as concerning the Book of Revelation is the judgment of
God on the world (the beginning of the day of the Lord). The various judgments are symbolized in the
book by a scroll with seven “seals,” by blasts from seven “trumpets,” and by the wrath of God poured
out from seven “bowls” or “vials.” Interpreters have debated the relationship of these three series of
judgments. The parallel view understands the three series of judgments as occurring during the same
time period, with repetition of the judgments merely showing emphasis on the intensity of the
judgment. The consecutive view sees the judgments as occurring one at a time throughout the
Tribulation Period—that is, 21 individual judgments from God in consecutive order. The telescopic
view understands the seventh seal to include all seven trumpets, and likewise that the seventh trumpet
includes the seven bowls or vials. Each individual judgment may end when the next begins, or each
may continue until the end of the Tribulation and the return of Christ. The telescopic view seems best,
since the seventh seal seems simply to introduce the seven trumpets (8:1, 2), and the seventh trumpet
brings the chronology all the way to the return of Christ (11:15). The seven bowls are called the seven

3Thomas Nelson, Inc., King James Version Study Bible [computer file], electronic ed., Logos Library System, (Nashville: Thomas
Nelson) 1997, c1988 by Liberty University.

4W.A. Criswell, Believer’s study Bible [computer file], electronic ed. , Logos Library System, (Nashville: Thomas Nelson)
1997, c1991 by the Criswell Center for Biblical Studies.
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last plagues (15:1) will apparently occur in rapid succession at the end of the Tribulation (see 16:13–
17).
The Book of Revelation builds heavily upon the Book of Daniel in the Old Testament. Many
symbols introduced in Daniel are repeated and further clarified in Revelation. A full understanding of
Revelation is impossible without an accurate understanding of the prophecy of Daniel. Although there
are very few quotations, allusions to Old Testament images and prophecy appear throughout
Revelation. Of the 404 verses in the book, 265 verses contain lines that allude to some 550 Old
Testament references.
The number seven is very prominent in Revelation. There are seven churches (1:11), seven
candlesticks (1:13), seven stars (1:16), seven letters (2:1–3:22), seven Spirits (4:5), seven seals (5:1),
seven trumpets (8:2), seven thunders (10:3), seven heads (12:3; 13:1), seven angels (15:6), seven bowls
or vials (15:7), seven mountains (17:9), and seven blessings (1:3; 14:13; 16:15; 19:9; 20:6; 22:7, 14).
Many interpreters believe that the number seven, when given symbolic significance, represents
completeness and perfection. The numbers four (4:6; 6:1–8; 9:14) and twelve (7:4–8; 21:12, 14; 22:2)
also appear to have special significance in Revelation.
The book was anticipated by Jesus before His death when He declared that the Holy Spirit would show
the apostles “things to come” (John 16:13). This was begun through the eschatological teachings of
Paul and Peter, but most completely fulfilled through the apostle John on Patmos. The phrase “and I
saw” occurs more than 40 times in Revelation, and the statement “I was in the Spirit” is common.
Twelve times throughout the book John reports that he was told to write down what he saw. 5
Basic Comparison
Genesis
Revelation
1. Genesis – the book of beginnings
1. Revelation reveals the grand consummation
of all things, a fitting climax to the bible
2. Heaven & Earth Created
2. We see them passed away & the entrance of
them being new
3. Starts with a garden
3. Starts with a Holy City
4. Man’s first rebellion; sin started
4. End of sin & man’s rebellion
5. The beginning of the curse
5. The end of the curse
6. The great enemy Satan appeared
6. Satan’s final doom
7. Marriage of the first Adam
7. Marriage of the second Adam to the church
8. Man begins in a beautiful paradise
8. A wonderful paradise to come
Valuable Guidelines
 The book was written after the church was in existence for about 66 years during which there
was great persecution under the Roman Empire.
 Use the basic laws of hermeneutics and scripture interpretation before looking for symbolism.
 Locate the scene of activities to see if it is heaven or earth.
 This book is not written in chronological order.
 The immediate audience is 7 churches in Asia Minor.
 This book can only be fully understood in light of the events of Daniel 9: 24-27. Of the 70
weeks of years 69 of those weeks of years were fulfilled in the book of Daniel until Messiah
was cut off. The book of Revelation goes to the last week of years or 7 years but in total comes
the events in the gap between 69th & 70th to eternity future.

5Thomas Nelson, Inc., King James Version Study Bible [computer file], electronic ed., Logos Library System, (Nashville:
Thomas Nelson) 1997, c1988 by Liberty University.
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